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Who is the Holy Spirit? 

Lesson One 
 

“ … Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some 

disciples he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to 

him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”” (Acts 19:1–2, NKJV)  

 

Introduction 

 
There was a day; back in the day that you would not have heard much said about the Holy Spirit, 

especially in the Baptist church. Of course good bible-believing Baptists believed in the Holy 

Spirit, but many did not know who the Holy Spirit was. After witnessing some who said they 

did, many decided they did not want to know Him, they said, “if He made you do all those crazy 

antics in church, I don’t want no part of that!” 

 

When worship service “got real hot,” you would hear folks saying, “the spirit is moving” or 

someone would say, “She got the Holy Ghost!” No doubt differentiating between the use of 

“Spirit” or “Ghost” was also confusing; so many churchgoers would leave the subject alone.  

 

I must admit I have always had an enquiring mind, but I desired to get to know the Holy Spirit 

not just by an emotional experience at church but more so from searching the scriptures and 

understanding what God has said through His Word. As I researched and studied, I discovered 

the Bible teaches two essential facts concerning God. 

God is a Real Person 

Theologically speaking, personhood is constituted by personality, and there are three things that 

make a person, a person.  

But, first let’s consider what makes you and I a person. 

When describing person who is a part of the human race, we understand a person is made up of 

two parts; both material i.e. (body) and immaterial i.e. (soul and spirit). A person’s corporeal 

form, (body) is just a house or dwelling place for the personality.  

Here is what makes a person, a person.  

1. INTELLECT 

2. EMOTION 

3. WILL 

 



 

Copyright  2012 Larry L Harris, D. Min. 

2 

Now according to Genesis 1:26; God has made mankind in His image. We are image-bearers, the 

imago dei. Thus, if we are made in the image of God, His highest creation what makes us like 

God?  

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”” (John 4:24, 

NKJV)  

 

In this verse the Apostle John makes it clear. God is spirit! A spirit has no body, and is not made 

of any material. So if God is spirit he must be immaterial.  But if God is immaterial, and 

mankind is both material and immaterial, how are we made in His image?   

 

Please remember a material body (physical body) is just the house or dwelling place for a person, 

and what makes a person, a person is PERSONALITY. 

 

Personality consists of 1) Intellect 2) Emotion 3) will 

 

Although God is spirit and does not have a physical body, He does have personality. Scripture is 

quite clear that God has intellect, emotion and will. Additionally, explicit in the New Testament 

and implicit in the Old Testament, God is revealed as 3 persons 1 being. This is called the 

doctrine of the Trinity or Tri-Unity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXERCISE: 

Using scripture substantiate that God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit each display the 

characteristics of personality. 

 

God the Father 

Intellect_______________ 

Emotion ______________ 

Will _________________ 

 

 

 

God the Son 

Intellect ______________ 

Emotion ______________ 

Will _________________ 

 

 

 

God the Holy Spirit 

Intellect ______________ 

Emotion ______________ 

Will _________________ 

GOD 

Father 

Son Holy Spirit 
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Scripture clearly substantiates God is three persons, one being! The Godhead is a TRINITY! 

God is not three gods, three manifestations, nor three elements. God is three persons! 

 

With this overview of the Godhead in view, let’s now consider two facts regarding the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

The Holy Spirit is a Real Person 

 

The Holy Spirit is a real person. He is not an “it,” i.e. force, movement, or manifestation.  

Two words from the original languages of the Bible used for the Holy Spirit are: 

1. Old Testament word is Rûah-̣ (phonetic pronunciation) roo'-akh 

The Bible often speaks of God's "Spirit," the third person of the Trinity. This is the use of the 

word in its first biblical occurrence: "And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness 

was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters" 

(Gen. 1:2). Isa. 63:10-11 and Psa. 51:12 specifically speak of the "holy or free Spirit." 

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New Testament Words. 

2. New Testament word is Pneuma-(phonetic pronunciation) pnyoo'-mah 

The "Holy Spirit" is spoken of under various titles in the NT ("Spirit" and "Ghost" are 

renderings of the same word, pneuma; the advantage of the rendering "Spirit" is that it can 

always be used, whereas "Ghost" always requires the word "Holy" prefixed.) In the following 

list the omission of the definite article marks its omission in the original (concerning this see 

below): "Spirit, Matt. 22:43; Eternal Spirit, Heb. 9:14; the Spirit, Matt. 4:1; Holy Spirit, Matt. 

1:18; the Holy Spirit, Matt. 28:19; the Spirit, the Holy, Matt. 12:32; the Spirit of promise, the 

Holy, Eph. 1:13; Spirit of God, Rom. 8:9; Spirit of (the) living God, 2 Cor. 3:3; the Spirit of 

God, 1 Cor. 2:11; the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6:11; the Spirit of God, the Holy, Eph. 4:30; 

the Spirit of glory and of God, 1 Pet. 4:14; the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the 

dead (i.e., God), Rom. 8:11; the Spirit of your Father, Matt. 10:20; the Spirit of His Son, Gal. 

4:6; Spirit of (the) Lord, Acts 8:39; the Spirit of (the) Lord, Acts 5:9; (the) Lord, (the) Spirit, 

2 Cor. 3:18; the Spirit of Jesus, Acts 16:7; Spirit of Christ, Rom. 8:9; the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ, Phil. 1:19; Spirit of adoption, Rom. 8:15; the Spirit of truth, John 14:17; the Spirit of 

life, Rom. 8:2; the Spirit of grace, Heb. 10:29." * [* From Notes on Galatians, by Hogg and 

Vine, p. 193.] 

 

These words are also used for impersonal things such as air, breath, and wind. This may be the 

reason for the confusion in describing the Holy Spirit as a force, movement, or manifestation. 

However Scripture gives us plenty of evidences otherwise. As already explained in the 

discussion about the Trinity, the Holy Spirit has the attributes of personality. Additionally, the 

Holy Spirit performs the actions of a person 

 

1. The Spirit Teaches—John 14:26 

2. The Spirit Makes Choices—1 Cor 12:11 

3. The Spirit Can Be Grieved—Eph 4:30 

4. The Spirit Possesses a Rational Mind—Rom 8:26-27; 1 Cor 2:11-13 

5. The Spirit Can Be Lied To—Acts 5:3-4 

6. The Spirit Can Be Quenched—1 Thess 5:19 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=H7307
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+1%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+63%3A10-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+51%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G4151
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+22%3A43
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+9%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+4%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+1%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+1%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+28%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+12%3A32
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+1%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+3%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+2%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+6%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A30
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+4%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+10%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+4%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+4%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+8%3A39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+5%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+3%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+16%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+10%3A29
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7. The Spirit Can Be Resisted—Acts 7:51 

An impersonal force, movement, or manifestation of the power of God or higher power cannot 

do these things. 

 

The Holy Spirit is God 

 

Here are four reasons why we believe the Holy Spirit is God. 

1. He Is Regarded as God 

i. The Spirit Is Eternal—Heb 9:14 

ii. The Spirit Is Omniscient—1 Cor 2:10-11 

iii. The Spirit Is Called God—Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19-20 

 

2. He Is Neither the Father nor the Son but He Receives the Worship Received by 

the Father and the Son—2 Cor 13:14 

3. He Performs the Works of God 

i. He Inspired Scripture—2 Peter 1:2-21; Matt 19:4-5 

ii. He Regenerates People—Titus 3:5 

iii. He Creates, Sustains, and Gives Life to All Things—Gen 1:2; Job 26:13; 

34:14-15; Psalm 104:29-30 

4. He along with the Father, worked on the behalf of the Son of God while on earth. 

i. In the virgin birth of Christ—Matthew 1:18-20; Luke 1:35 

ii. In the empowerment of the life of Chris— Matthew 4: 1; Luke 4:1, 14, 18-19 

iii. In the resurrection of Christ—1Peter 3:18 

 

Whatever else you learn about the Holy Spirit should start here. The Holy Spirit is a real person, 

and the He is God. The Holy Spirit is to be worshiped as a member of the eternal and undivided 

Godhead. 

 

 

 

 

 


